
 
 

 

 

 

Gone in 60 seconds: Canada’s Top 10 Stolen Vehicles 
IBC offers new insights into why these vehicles are targeted and where they’re going 

 
December 11, 2018 (TORONTO) – Today, Insurance Bureau of Canada (IBC) released its 
annual list of Canada’s most frequently stolen vehicles, which is compiled using data from its 
members across the country. Once again, the Ford F-Series trucks topped the list. These light- 
and medium-duty trucks are popular with auto thieves across Canada.   
 
Henry Tso, Vice-President, Investigative Services, IBC, offers the following insights on the five 
Ws of auto theft. 
 
1) What is being stolen?   

Nationally, Ford F350 trucks hold the top five spots. In Ontario, thieves target high-end SUVs 
and trucks, including Chevrolet’s Tahoe, Silverado and Suburban. In Alberta, once again Ford’s 
F250s and F350s dominate the list. In Atlantic Canada, the Nissan Maxima is stolen most 
often, followed by the Chevy Silverado and Jeep Liberty.   
 
2) Where are vehicles being stolen? 

Six provinces experienced an increase in vehicle theft in 2017: 

 New Brunswick (+28%) 

 Ontario (+15%) 

 Quebec (+7%) 

 Alberta (+6%) 

 British Columbia (+2%) 

 Newfoundland and Labrador (+1%). 

These provincial increases reflect a national increase in auto theft. According to Statistics 
Canada’s Juristat publication, police reported close to 85,000 incidents of motor vehicle theft in 

2017. That’s a 6% increase over 2016, when 5,900 fewer vehicles were stolen. 
 
3) When are vehicles stolen? 

New Year’s Day is the most common time for vehicles to be stolen.  Since people tend to travel 
over the holidays in cars filled with gifts, it is important to be vigilant and keep a close watch on 
your vehicle over the festive season.  The National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB) in the 
United States reports that vehicles are frequently stolen around the holidays.  
 
4) Why are they being stolen?  

Stolen vehicles may be sold to consumers who don't know they are buying a stolen car, 
scrapped for parts or used to commit another crime. Often, stolen vehicles are smuggled out of 
the country. Sometimes, thieves steal what’s in your car. This could lead to insurance fraud or 
identity theft, which is on the rise. In 2017, more than 17,500 incidents of identity theft were 
reported. 
 
 



 
 

 

 

5) Who is behind auto theft? 

IBC’s theft analysts suspect that many vehicles are targeted as part of a trade-based money 
laundering scheme. Often, organized crime rings commit auto thefts, and the proceeds are 
used to fund criminal activities. 
 
The low recovery rate of stolen vehicles indicates the involvement of organized crime and that 
stolen vehicles are being exported from Canadian ports and border cities. According to 
the Criminal Intelligence Service of Canada, organized crime groups involved in vehicle-related 
crime operate primarily out of Montreal and Toronto.  
 
Background Information 

 
Top 10 Stolen Vehicles 

The national and provincial Top 10 Stolen Vehicles lists are on ibc.ca.  
 
How to protect your vehicle from theft 

John Tod, National Director, Investigative Services, IBC, offers the following tips to protect your 
vehicle from theft.  

 Never leave your vehicle running when unattended. 

 Park in well-lit areas. 

 When parking your car, always close the windows and lock the doors. 

 Put valuables and packages in the trunk, where they’re out of sight. 

 Keep your car in the garage at night. 

 Don’t leave personal information in the glove box. Take your insurance and 

ownership documents with you when you park your vehicle. 

Report the crime 

To report an insurance crime, call your local police, IBC at 1-877-IBC-TIPS or Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-TIPS. For more information about auto theft, visit ibc.ca.  
 
About Insurance Bureau of Canada 

Insurance Bureau of Canada (IBC) is the national industry association representing Canada's 
private home, auto and business insurers. Its member companies make up 90% of the property 
and casualty (P&C) insurance market in Canada. For more than 50 years, IBC has worked with 
governments across the country to help make affordable home, auto and business insurance 
available for all Canadians. IBC supports the vision of consumers and governments trusting, 
valuing and supporting the private P&C insurance industry. It champions key issues and helps 
educate consumers on how best to protect their homes, cars, businesses and properties.  
 
P&C insurance touches the lives of nearly every Canadian and plays a critical role in keeping 
businesses safe and the Canadian economy strong. It employs more than 126,000 Canadians, 
pays $9 billion in taxes and has a total premium base of $54.7 billion.  

http://www.ibc.ca/nb/auto/theft/top-ten-stolen-cars
http://www.ibc.ca/on/auto/theft/


 
 

 

 

For media releases and more information, visit IBC's Media Centre at www.ibc.ca. Follow us on 
Twitter @InsuranceBureau or like us on Facebook. If you have a question about home, auto or 
business insurance, contact IBC's Consumer Information Centre at 1-844-2ask-IBC. 
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If you require more information, IBC spokespeople are available to discuss the details in this 
media release. 
 
To schedule an interview, please contact: 

Vanessa Barrasa 
Manager, Media Relations 
416-550-9062 
vbarrasa@ibc.ca 

http://www.ibc.ca/nl/
https://twitter.com/insurancebureau?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/insurancebureau/
mailto:vbarrasa@ibc.ca

